
I want to welcome our new staff here at the Mineville 

campus of CVES:  

• Grace Fox and Kim Denton - school counselors

• Amanda Gebhart -  elementary Life Skills teacher

• Brittney Spadafora - Teaching Assistant in the high 

school program

• Kelly Farnsworth Teaching Assistant/Teacher sub in 

elementary Academic/Behavior classroom  

• Karen Visconti – elementary Academic/Behavior 

teacher      

• Alyssa Crocket - Physical Therapist

Eileen Goralczyk and Rhonda Baker have both returned 

to us as Occupational Therapists.  Our team here in 

Mineville is strong and supportive of your children!

   

Hello!

The end of the fi rst quarter is upon us already. That was 

fast! I want to thank those who were able to join us for 

Fall Family night, it was good to see everyone and to 

touch base. All of the students participated in the fi rst 

of our monthly PBIS Character Trait assemblies, and a 

Halloween party sponsored by our PBIS team. We will be 

having Parent Teacher conferences on 11/18 and hope 

you will schedule a time to come in! I hope you always 

feel welcome here at our school, please call anytime you 

would like to visit or meet with your child’s team.

Dr. Grace Stay

Principal

Days this month when our school schedule will be changed:

November 11th - Veteran’s Day - All schools closed.

November 18th - Parent Teacher conferences, no school 

for students.

November 23-27th - Thanksgiving Break

November 30th - Early Dismissal, Students depart 11:30, 
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Our high school students visited Fort Crown Point and 

had a great opportunity to learn about the importance of 

this local historical site.

The Mineville -Witherbee Fire Department also visited 

our school recently. They reviewed safety procedures 

with students so they understand how to stay safe at 

home. The students were able to explore the fi re truck, 

and Mr. Farnsworth let them blow the siren. We thank Mr. 

Farnsworth for his time at our school. 

The elementary Life Skills students have gone to 

Ticonderoga and to Gunnison’s Apple Orchard for a tour 

of the orchard and packing plant. We thank Gunnison’s 

for welcoming our students, and sending each home with 

a bag of fresh apples! 

Adventures

Fire Precention



Fall Family Night at Mineville CV-

TEC and Special Education was a 

buzz of students and parents all 

enjoying the baked goods and 

reviewing the work the students 

had done since the school year 

had started. One unique element 

though, when you enter through 

the front doors of the campus…

was two little booths set up with 

curtains and a gentlemen standing by with a stack of…

ballots.

That evening, the students from 

the Special Education high school 

government class had arranged 

for all attendees of Mineville’s Fall 

Family Night to take part in a mock 

election.

Teacher Anthony Biasini elaborates 

about how this idea came to 

fruition, “We (the class) knew that 

the open house was coming and it was before Election 

Day they said ‘Well how about we 

have our own special election?’.”

The ballot listed four candidates for 

president (in no particular order), 

and room for a write in candidate.

• Hillary Clinton (Democrat)

• Donald Trump (Republican)

• Gary Johnson (Libertarian)

• Jill Stein (Green Party)

“So they have created a voting 

booth in the hallway and a bulletin 

board about the election. And 

tonight we are holding a mock 

election.” Mr. Biasini explained. Not 

mentioned was the red, white and 

blue “Vote for President” posters 

that currently decorate every corner 

of the campus that evening.

Several students took their lessons a step further and 

watched all the presidential debates as part of learning 

more about each candidate’s 

platform. Mr. Biasini described their 

interest in the topic was embolden 

by the idea that this is an event 

that they are living and breathing, 

something that they can be a 

part of. Also, discussed was the 

consequences of choosing to not 

be a part of it.

“My students have become really 

passionate about it. They have learned that when people 

don’t want to vote in an election, 

especially in this election, that a no 

vote is another vote for possibly the 

candidate they do not want,” he 

continued. “They have learned that 

every vote counts.”

53 votes were collected in the 

ballot boxes. And those who voted 

brandished a “I Voted” button for their participation.

Donald Trump won the special election by 2 of the votes 

over Hillary Clinton

Mineville Predicts Presidential Winner in School Election



Gym Class

Math Class

Playing with Legos


