
This year 27 hardy souls from the CVES Special Education 

Division participated in the annual Polar Plunge to raise 

funds for Special Olympics. Our team members from the 

WAF & Mineville campuses raised $1,564.00!  One of our 

principals, Keith Baugh & board member Lori Saunders 

braved the chilly waters with us. We are so proud of 

all Special Olympians & were happy to chill out in Lake 

Champlain on their behalf.

Dear CVES families & community, 

Happy Holidays!  It is diffi  cult to believe that the holidays 
are around the corner.  It has been a fun fi lled 10 weeks 
here at the CVES Plattsburgh campus! It is our hope that 
during the hustle and bustle of the holiday season, you 
have a wonderful holiday with family and friends. 

On behalf of our administrative team, it was great to see 
so many of you at the parent/teacher conferences. The 
conferences were positive and we are looking forward 
to the increased success of our students. Thank you to 
our PBIS organization for a successful Book Fair this past 
month! 

As the Holiday Season is coming around, we would like to 
thank you for your continued support and safe travels to 
all of you during the Holiday Season. 

Mr. Daniel Valenzuela, Mr. Keith Baugh, Mrs. Bonnie Berry

The month is December and our school community 
has recognized and promoted being safe, respectful, 
and responsible on a daily basis.  This can be seen in 
many ways, however one of my favorites is our “guest 
classroom” presentation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  It 
brings me great pride to see all of our students actively 
participating in promoting this message.  October 
brought us to the concept of civility and how that idea 
plays a part in promoting a positive school environment.   
November’s DASA theme of honor and honesty helped 
to reinforce the students understanding and practice 
of exercising academic integrity.  Which brings us 
to December.  The theme for December is Dignity in 
conjunction with the subtopic of Human Rights.  This 
theme already resonates throughout our building in 
the daily interactions between students, teachers, and 
support staff .  We as an organization and educational 
community believe, promote, and practice the concept 
of dignity by proving opportunities for our students to 
access, participate, and succeed regardless of the many 
and varied obstacles our students face on a daily basis.  
CVES’ Core Beliefs, the charter with which we guide 
ourselves moving forward also refl ects December’s 
theme of Dignity.  “We act with integrity, fostering 
respect for all.”

Freezin’ For A Reason

DASA
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Students made Christmas ornaments for the Festival of Trees to benefi t the ARC (see below for the completed tree!).  

We discussed the importance of fundraising and support local organizations.  The students are working to raise 

money for a classroom pet (Green Anole).  They have completed research on both the lizard and also diff erent ways 

to fundraise.  They’ve complete posters and are now selling the raffl  e tickets.  Our goal is to raise enough money by 

Christmas so that we can purchase our classroom pet and its habitat.  

Fundraising for an Anole 

Festival of Trees at Champlain Center

The autism programs 
participated in the 
Festival of Trees 
at the Champlain 
Center Mall



Mrs. Haley’s students made edible teepee’s, discussed 

what they are thankful for and shared family 

Thanksgiving Day traditions.

Students present are Mason; Peru, Dominic; NCCS, Maddox; Lake Placid and Wyatt; 

Malone.

Mrs. Lucia’s class enjoying a thanksgiving meal prepared 

by the class! 

A great photo of two ITSP students during equestrian 

therapy at Adirondack Stables in West Chazy.

Mrs. Whitford’s class had a great time at Rulf’s Pumpkin 

Patch – Orchard. Great to see our students having fun out 

in the community.

Madison had gone swimming and was leaving with Ms. 

St. Clair but along the way decided to curl her beautiful 

tresses.  Along the walk, she realized she had tangled 

her hair in the curly brush.  Ms. St. Clair and Mrs. Berry 

tried to pull it out with minimal results.  Wait, let’s call 

cosmetology.  Mrs. Berry made a phone call and Ms. St. 

Clair brought her down.  Fantastic results with Lindsey 

– hair untangled, hair conditioned, hair dried and a 

new brush!  Thank you, cosmetology, for being there 

for Madison!  Just a hallway away is a professional hair 

salon.  Special education has forms for students to have 

their hair or nails done with parent and administrator 

permission.  Just ask the teacher to send home a form 

and your child can receive professional services at no 

cost.  Thank you, CV-TEC Cosmetology!

Tangled



Merdith Jacobs, Art Teacher in Special Education at 
CVES, strives to bring creativity, problem solving, and 
confi dence to her students. 

“I try to focus on what is relevant to their immediate 
world and surroundings sneaking in tidbits of Art History 
and technique,” She explains. “I feel that they are more 
confi dent when it comes to creating then in many other 
areas of academics.  I have found over the years working 
with the students at CVES that they responded positively 
and deeply to the visual and tactile elements that Visual 
Art brings them.”

Students recently produced reproductions of Notre 
Dame Rose Windows for a classroom mural. The project 
incorporates all students and ages attending her class, 
each participating in projecting, cutting, and painting the 
diff erent layers. 

“All of these projects have been magical for the students 
5 -21 years old as it gives them individual time with an 
adult to add their little bit to the greater whole.” Ms. 
Jacobs elaborates on the murals.

“Large community pieces art work where the whole 
student body, including staff  can add a small piece to 
a larger whole.  An example is the Community Garden 
Mural, Rainbow Wave, and Piece of our Heart (button) 
projects.  This allows all of the students to invest in the 
work and their community.”

Art has a deeper meaning however that helps them 
develop important coping skills.

“This has been an excellent conversation point with 
students who are in crisis or frustrated and it is another 
avenue to build up the confi dence of the student.”

But community projects are not always the norm in the 
Arts in Special Education class. They also take part in 

seasonal activities and events that are real and relevant to 
their world during class time. These pieces include winter 
landscapes and study artists and their subject matter to 
learn more about their current existing world, such as 
the art of graphic artist Charley Harper and his images 
of song birds. Students learn about the local species of 
birds in the North Country, listening to their calls and 
talking out their colors and connect these elements to 
the students through exposure and art. 

“I break everything down to it basic shape and forms and 
we build up from there.”

Older students in the art class also learn how to create 
forms of art that can do with their own materials that are 
easily available to them at home. 

These projects I try to make more introspective and 
emphasize how creating can be used as a coping skills.   
Every few years I have a project called “Ugly Dolls.” 
Students create and sew their own stuff ed animal.” The 
students learn about repurposing material/upcycling and 
they learn the basic skills for sewing.   These are skills they 
could use if needed to sew up their jeans in a pinch or to 
replace a button.

Ms Jacobs says, “These are problem solving skills they can 
take with them.”

Most recently, Ms Jacobs has been building relationships 
with local Artist and Councils to get students theater, 
dance and music exposure.

“Later in December, 50 of our students are going to 
Pendragon Theater to watch A Christmas Carol. We 
are currently working on building a working/teaching 
relationship with Pendragon and Lake Placid Center 
For the Arts. We are hoping to create a Summer Theater 
Production with our students after the event.” 

Arts in Education
As featured on www.CVES.org


